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1. YOU SHOULD MAKE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 
RECENT NETHERLANDS INITIATIVE ON MBFR DATA (REF A). 

A. WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHT PROVOKING PAPER PRESENTED 
BY THE NETHERLANDS REPRESENTATIVE ON 30 JANUARY. 

B. WHILE THE ISSUE OF WHETHER AN EXCHANGE OF DATA IN 
MBFR IS ESSENTIAL TO ALLIED AIMS DESERVES FURTHER 
ANALYSIS, WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS PREMATURE TO CONSIDER AT 
THIS TIME CHANGES TO THE ALLIANCE APPROACH TO MBFR 
STEMMING FROM DATA ISSUES. 

PRESSING THE EAST FOR AN EXCHANGE OF DATA HAS NOT BEEN 
MADE A FORMAL PRECONDITION FOR AGREEMENT ON REDUCTIONS, AND 
HAS NOT YET PROVEN TO BE A BAR TO NEGOTIATIONS. SOVIET 
REPRESENTATIVES HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED THAT THEY WOULD 

"DISCUSS" DATA AFTER AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE ON 
REDUCTIONS IS REACHED. 

D. ANY ACTIVE DISCUSSION OF DATA WITH THE EAST WOULD 
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INSIGHTS. AS APPROPRIATE, WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR SUCH AN EXCHANGE UNTIL AN ACTUAL 
ROADBLOCK TO FURTHER NEGOTIATION BECOMES APPARENT. 

E. THE ALLIES WILL AT SOME POINT HAVE TO AGREE AMONG 
THEMSELVES ON WHAT FIGURES IF ANY IT IS ESSENTIAL TO HAVE 
AGREEMENT AND ON WHICH FIGURES IF ANY SHOULD BE SET FORTH 
IN THE TEXT OF AN AGREEMENT. 

F. HOWEVER, ALLIED DECISIONS AS TO WHAT DEGREE OF 
AGREEMENT WITH THE EAST ON DATA IS ESSENTIAL SHOULD BE 
BASED ON A CLEARER UNDERSTANDING THAN IS NOW AVAILABLE 
ON THE SHAPE OF A FIRST PHASE REDUCTION AGREEMENT. 

2. THUS, ANY TASKING OF THE MBFR WORKING GROUP SHOULD 
GO TO THE LARGER QUESTION IDENTIFIED IN PARAGRAPH E ABOVE, 
RATHER THAN CONSIDERING THE RESTRICTIVE ALTERNATIVES 
SUGGESTED IN THE NETHERLANDS PAPER. YOU SHOULD SEEK TO 
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HAVE THE TASKING STATEMENT CHARGE THE WG WITH PROVIDING 
AN ASSESSMENT OF WHAT FIGURES IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO 
HAVE AGREEMENT ON. THE TASK SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO A LOW 
PRIORITY SO AS NOT TO UPSET THE PRESENT WORKING GROUP 
PROGRAM AND TO ALLOW TIME FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
ALLIANCE POSITION BEFORE THE DATA QUESTION IS AGAIN TAKEN 
UP IN THE SPC. KISSINGER 
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